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Montana Telecommunications Association Lauds Senate Commerce Committee Telecom Legislation
Helena-The Montana Telecommunications Association (MTA) commends Senate Commerce Committee Chairman, Sen. Ted Stevens (R-AK), for introducing comprehensive telecom reform legislation, S.2686, in the U.S. Senate yesterday.  
In introducing the legislation, Sen. Stevens acknowledged the work of Ranking Minority Member, Daniel Inouye (D-HI), the members of his Committee, including Sen. Conrad Burns (R-MT), and “dozens of witnesses and still more who have offered comments and suggested language.”
S.2686 addresses several critical telecom issues that will affect the provision of telecom services in Montana and the ability of Montana’s telecom providers to continue investing in quality, advanced, broadband networks that will serve Montana’s residential and business customers for years to come.  
“The overarching theme of the bill,” according to Sen. Stevens, “is deployment of broadband nationwide.”  In this regard, S.2686 adopts key provisions of S.2256, introduced earlier this year by Sen. Burns of Montana, and other bills designed to strengthen the federal universal service program, which supports access by all Americans to affordable, quality, and advanced telecommunications services throughout the nation.
“We’re very pleased to see the Senate Commerce Committee take on telecom reform and are looking forward to working with Senators Stevens and Inouye, and the entire Committee in crafting legislation that will ensure that all Americans, rural and urban alike, have access to the best telecommunications services and technologies in the world,” said MTA general manager, Geoff Feiss. 

Hearings are scheduled for later this month.
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About the Montana Telecommunications Association:

The Montana Telecommunications Association (MTA) represents independent telecommunications service providers throughout Montana, offering local residential and business phone services, as well as a full spectrum of other services including broadband and dial-up Internet; satellite TV, competitive local exchange and wireless services, long distance, etc.  MTA members have over $500 million of plant (telecommunications infrastructure assets) in service in Montana and invest over $50 million each year in new technology.  They provide access to broadband Internet service to over 80%--and often near 100%--of their customers, with the highest quality communications service in the industry.  MTA members employ 635 proud Montanans, with over $50 million in salary and benefits.   
