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MTA Praises Senators Calling for Immediate Resolution 
to Phantom Traffic Problem
Helena, mt–The Montana Telecommunications Association (MTA) today praised four U.S. Senators for their bi-partisan efforts urging the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to resolve the escalating “phantom traffic” problem affecting telecom providers across the country.  MTA applauded Senators Conrad Burns (R-MT), Byron Dorgan (D-ND), Ben Nelson (D-NE) and Chuck Hagel (R-NE) for their letter to FCC Chairman Kevin Martin requesting the Commission quickly to resolve the pending phantom traffic issue.   

Phantom traffic refers to telecommunications traffic that cannot be identified properly to allow telecommunications providers to charge networks that send traffic to one another.  Phantom traffic effectively enables telecom providers to avoid paying costs associated with completing calls they originate.  “Providers of unidentifiable traffic are getting a free ride, at the expense of the network completing a call, and ultimately the consumer.  Lost revenue from phantom traffic negatively affects network investment and puts pressure on customer prices.” said Geoff Feiss, general manager of MTA.  
The FCC has received comments and recommendations from a number of telecommunications companies.  “The Senators rightfully understand that solving this issue will ensure that all networks are properly compensated for the services they provide,” Feiss said. 
The letter underscores the importance of moving this item quickly at the FCC, with develop clear, enforceable rules governing call labeling and routing.  
MTA noted that the four major pieces of bi-partisan legislation introduced by the U.S. House and Senate seek to resolve the phantom traffic issue.  “With each passing day, consumers are being cheated because the costs of non-compliance are affecting investment and cost of consumer services.  We’re very encouraged by the actions of Congress and look forward to Congress and the FCC acting on this item,” Feiss stated. 
#  #  #

About MTA:  
The Montana Telecommunications Association (MTA) represents independent telecommunications service providers throughout Montana, offering local and long distance residential and business phone services, as well as a full spectrum of other services including broadband and dial-up Internet; satellite TV, and competitive local exchange services.  MTA members serve over 25% of Montana’s telecommunications consumers; have over $500 million of plant (telecommunications infrastructure assets) in service in Montana; and invest over $50 million each year in network infrastructure.  They provide access to broadband Internet service to over 80%--and often more than 95%--of their customers, with the highest quality communications service in the industry.  MTA members employ more than 600 Montanans, with over $50 million in salary and benefits.   

