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Comments of the Montana Telecommunications Association

The Montana Telecommunications Association (MTA) hereby supports the petition of Qwest Corporation (Qwest) to amend Public Service Commission administrative rule 38.5.4111(2) by adding the underlined language as follows:
In cases in which customers change both their intraLATA PIC and their interLATA PIC at the same time to either the same carrier or to separate carriers, a single PIC change charge shall apply.  That single PIC change charge shall be one of the following: (a) the associated intraLATA PIC change charge, (b) the associated interLATA PIC change charge, or (c) the total of one-half of the associated intraLATA PIC change charge plus one-half of the associated interLATA PIC change charge.


As stated in the Notice of Petition for Amendment of Administrative Rule, dated August 31, 2005, 
Qwest summarizes that the amended rule “will enable Qwest and other telecommunications carriers to both comply with the new federal requirements regarding interLATA PIC change charges and recover its costs incurred when a customer makes a simultaneous PIC change.


MTA represents “other telecommunications carriers” referred to by Qwest.  As such, MTA concurs with Qwest’s assessment that such an amendment to ARM 38.5.4111(2) is necessary, in light of new federal requirements, to enable telecommunications carriers in Montana to recover their costs when making simultaneous PIC changes.  As further noted in Qwest’s Petition for Amendment of Administrative Rule, filed with the Commission on August 15, 2005, 
Without a change to the Montana Commission’s administrative rules…Qwest will be left with only half the compensation it would receive for processing a change to either the PIC or LPIC on a standalone basis.


Many of MTA’s member companies would be affected similarly.  Thus, MTA supports the proposed amendments by Qwest.
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