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July 21, 2005
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATION

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF MONTANA

* * * * *

IN THE MATTER OF QWEST

)
UTILITY DIVISION

CORPORATION, Public Service
 
)

Commission Investigation and 

)
DOCKET NO. D2005.6.105

Direction on Use of Federal 

)

Universal Service Funds


)

PETITION FOR INTERVENTION of the
Montana Telecommunications Association

COMES NOW the Montana Telecommunications Association (“MTA”) by and through its undersigned counsel, and submits this petition to intervene in the above captioned matter.  

I.
Procedural History
On January 12, 2005, the Montana Public Service Commission (Commission) issued a Notice of Inquiry regarding Qwest Corporation’s (“Qwest’s”) receipt and use of federal universal service funds (“USF”) in Montana.  Comments on the inquiry were received from Qwest, MCI, Inc., and MTA.  See PSC Docket No. 2005.1.1.

The Commission determined to commence a formal proceeding, investigation, and determination regarding Qwest's use of USF and accordingly initiated this Docket.  On June 30, 2005, the Commission issued a Notice of Investigation and Intervention Deadline.  This Notice established a July 21, 2005 deadline for intervention.


On July 11, 2005, Qwest filed with the Commission a “Motion for Reconsideration and for a More Definitive Statement and Supporting Brief of Qwest Corporation.”  At its July 19, 2005, Work Session, the Commission decided to re-issue its Notice of Investigation, responding to some of Qwest’s concerns in its Motion for Reconsideration.  The Commission also decided to issue a revised procedural order if necessary.  Neither a revised Notice of Investigation nor a revised procedural order was available at the time of this filing.  

II. 
Discussion

MTA represents large and small, commercial and cooperative independent telecommunications service providers in Montana.  Each of these service providers receives federal universal service support, and may be affected materially by the outcome of this proceeding, specifically but not limited to, any policy decisions made herein regarding the receipt, use or disposition of universal service support and any other decisions generally affecting investment recovery of local exchange carriers within Montana.  Thus, MTA seeks intervention in this proceeding.  MTA also seeks to ensure that the interests of its member companies are represented in any determinations made by this Commission or other determinations affecting the interests of rural telecommunications providers and their customers and the current and future allocation of universal service support funds in Montana.  MTA’s positions in this proceeding will be consistent with that objective.  Grant of MTA’s Petition for Intervention will help to ensure that a full record is created for Commission review and will promote the public interest.    (See Sections 38.2.2403 and 38.2.2405 ARM.)
III.
Service List


The undersigned hereby requests that, in the event intervention is granted, each party and intervenor in this matter serve all pleadings, including data requests and data responses, correspondence, and orders regarding each party and intervenor upon the following:


Mr. Geoffrey A. Feiss


Montana Telecommunications Association


208 North Montana Avenue, Suite 105

Helena, MT  59601

gfeiss@telecomassn.org

Ms. Diane Smith


DSmith & Associates, LLC

P.O. Box 5089

Whitefish, MT  59937

dismith@centurytel.net
IV.
Conclusion

WHEREFORE, MTA respectfully requests that the Commission grant its request to intervene in this Docket.  
Respectfully submitted this 21st day of July, 2005.


















___________________________





Diane Smith, Counsel for 





Montana Telecommunications Association





P.O. Box 5089






Whitefish, MT  59937
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